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“Palestine is the cruellest, most difficult cause to uphold, not be-
cause it is unjust, but because it is just and yet dangerous to speak 
about … honestly and concretely.” 
Edward Said1

“Things will come out in the end. The question is how to live with 
this.” 
Aryeh Yitzachi2

I. Introduction 

The Arab-Israeli War began on Monday, 5 June 1967. By the next 
morning a long column of men, women, and children coming from no-
where began to crowd the streets of my home town, el-Bireh, heading 
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toward Amman. Some were in their cars, but most were on foot. My fa-
ther, who was the Mayor of el-Bireh at that time, tried to stop the flee-
ing refugees with the help of local scouts. He noticed that the bulk of 
the mass was composed of people who had fled their homes in 1948 
fearing war atrocities, and were now refugees for the second time. I was 
struck by the agony in their voices and the grief on their faces. I also 
observed their extreme fear of the Israelis whose only appearance in the 
town had been for a short strafing “visit” by three Israeli airplanes, 
which killed five people. My interest in the Palestinian refugee tragedy 
during the 1948 War dates from this moment when I, as a boy of 15, 
began to wonder about the nature of an enemy who could strike such 
terror into the hearts of the adults I knew. 

Since then, I have dedicated my work to “the study of the inhuman use 
of power … determined to uncover the essence of the system that pro-
duced it.”3 Today, I argue the following: The number of documented 
massacres4 perpetrated by Zionists and Israeli forces against the Pales-
tinians during the 1948 War is much larger and more important than 
previously thought. Furthermore, the false perception of the size and 
the significance of the massacres is not only by the general public, but 
even historians, including Palestinian historians.5 The size and signifi-
cance of these incidents transcend the scope previously given to it by 
historians. For the time period between the beginning of the war, De-
cember 1947, and January 1949 at the end of the war, I documented 
nearly 70 massacres.
This relatively large number is a conservative count for many reasons. 
First, it does not cover the entire period of the war.6 Second, there are 
locations for which I have no data at all, like the Bedouin settlements in 
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